
Best children's books of 2016 

The Telegraph  

1) Dave’s Cave by Frann Preston-Gannon 

A funny bedtime story about an upwardly mobile Neanderthal charms Tim Auld 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo 

Emily Bearn admires a sad tale of a young girl who wants to win back her absent father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3) Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Tim Auld enjoys a touching tale that imagines the Soviet space dog Laika survived 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Daves-Cave-Frann-Preston-Gannon/dp/0857636243/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474889877&sr=8-1&keywords=Dave%E2%80%99s+Cave%C2%A0by+Frann+Preston-Gannon&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=002d2e96e84c344905e7c402fd9c624b
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Raymie-Nightingale-Kate-DiCamillo/dp/1406363138/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474889927&sr=8-1&keywords=Raymie+Nightingale+by+Kate+DiCamillo&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=d9c282a54d2020ee15c94b67dc07a584
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sputniks-Guide-Earth-Frank-Cottrell/dp/0230771378/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474889951&sr=8-1&keywords=Sputnik%E2%80%99s+Guide+to+Life+on+Earth+by+Frank+Cottrell+Boyce&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=3aa7e2289aaa485343ebbc5a3bd3be80
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hour-Bees-Lindsay-Eagar-ebook/dp/B017J2F0BU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474889994&sr=8-1&keywords=Hour+of+the+Bees+by+Lindsay+Eagar%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=3298b50c0dbcf2860dc24944bf5aa54f


Dinah Hall is moved by a magical fable about a grandfather, bees and a 100-year drought 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Lois Lane: Fallout by Gwenda Bond 

Julia Llewellyn Smith admires a novel that recasts Lois Lane as an army brat 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

6) Jolly Foul Play by Robin Stevens 

Dinah Hall applauds a boarding school mystery set in the 1930s but with a modern 

sensibility 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fallout-Lois-Lane-Gwenda-Bond/dp/1782023682/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474890024&sr=8-1&keywords=Lois+Lane:+Fallout%C2%A0by+Gwenda+Bond&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=2a150e5aec0538435a515b1deb417d38
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jolly-Foul-Play-Unladylike-Mystery/dp/0141369698/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474890123&sr=8-1&keywords=Jolly+Foul+Play+by+Robin+Stevens&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=4ad444f218ca0cdb00ece3e5c039982a


7) Beetle Boy by MG Leonard (Local author) 

Emily Bearn is enchanted by a beautifully written tale about a boy and his insect 

sidekick 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

8) The Double Axe by Philip Womack 

A tale of heroism breathes new life into the Minotaur myth, says Toby Clements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) Wild Lily by KM Peyton 

The author of the Flambards has written her best book yet, argues Emily Bearn 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Beetle-Battle-Beetles-M-G-Leonard/dp/1910002704/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474893406&sr=8-1&keywords=Beetle+Boy+by+MG+Leonard&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=6ca8e572526efbf524867202a937c670
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Double-Axe-Blood-Fire/dp/1846883903/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474893432&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Double+Axe+by+Philip+Womack&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=08fdcb0e9e6b95c825ef7d9184ba6f77
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wild-Lily-K-M-Peyton/dp/1910200506/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474893516&sr=8-1&keywords=Wild+Lily+by+KM+Peyton&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=168ace0dac0a6ee64293c410fc11084d


10) Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel Savit 

 Emily Bearn admires a dramatic wartime novel about a girl’s adventures with a fugitive   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11) Romans on the Rampage: JAIL BREAK! by Jeremy Strong 

Jeremy Strong' s stories set in ancient Rome and sprinkled with Latin amuse Dinah Hall   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Anna-Swallow-Man-Gavriel-Savit/dp/178230052X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474893565&sr=8-1&keywords=Anna+and+the+Swallow+Man+by+Gavriel+Savit&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=5c37db1423e6a69765a4cf9bcf5f7517
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Romans-Rampage-Break-Jeremy-Strong/dp/0141361417/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1474893595&sr=8-1&keywords=Romans+on+the+Rampage:+JAIL+BREAK!+by+Jeremy+Strong&linkCode=ll1&tag=tcuk_article_best-childrens-books-of-2016-21&linkId=20aed0833041fe21f6e18d2190a18e37
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Croakbag%27s%20narrative%20voice%20is%20a%20brilliant%20mixture%20of%20wit%20and%20pedantry%20-%20by%20his%20own%20estimation%20he%20is%20a%20corvus%20maximus%20intelligentissimus&url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/best-childrens-books-of-2016/?WT.mc_id=tmgoff_pq_tw_20150423
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Croakbag%27s%20narrative%20voice%20is%20a%20brilliant%20mixture%20of%20wit%20and%20pedantry%20-%20by%20his%20own%20estimation%20he%20is%20a%20corvus%20maximus%20intelligentissimus&url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/best-childrens-books-of-2016/?WT.mc_id=tmgoff_pq_tw_20150423

