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SCIENCE AT HOVE JUNIOR SCHOOL

As a science team, we strongly believe that all children should be learning science through 

active investigations and enquiry based learning. They should be encouraged to discuss 

and debate the ‘big ideas’ of  science and through this discussion ask questions about the 

world around them. Our curriculum overview ensures children are exposed to the facts and 

theories set out in The National Curriculum giving them a progression of  knowledge that 

builds from year to year. However, it is the understanding and investigation of  key ideas 

that allows children to further explore events and phenomena that influence their lives.

Our goal is that science units allow children to learn through enquiry. Starting with their 

initial questions, that will be based on their existing ideas and experience, we encourage 

children to make predictions, explore concepts through investigation, collect data and 

return to their original idea to reflect and pose further questions. This cycle develops over 

the key stage as children are taught a clear progression of  skills to become scientific 

thinkers.

Our aim is that children will develop a life-long interest in science and their world.



Our LEARNING 
CHARACTERISTICS 
support and define 
how the children 
become successful 
learners.



CURRICULUM DRIVERS:

Standards

Enquiry

Engagement

Diversity



• The children at Hove Junior School 
are passionate about Science.  Their 
curiosity and enthusiasm shines 
through during their lessons.

I wanted to do 

a victory dance 

when my 

circuit lit up!

It was so fun, 

seeing how the 

different things 

made the teeth rot -

I know I need to 

avoid coke now!

It was so funny 

when we made a 

model of the digestive 

system - it even had 

fake poo - but some 

people said it was 

disgusting!

I loved drawing 

the fossils, using 

the magnifying 

glasses to see their 

details. I wonder 

how many more 

fossils are left 

undiscovered. 



CURRICULUM
Our curriculum aims to inspire children’s 
curiosity about the world and how it works.

It encourages collaborative learning, 
alongside independent thinking and 
investigation.

Lessons are designed to encourage the 
development of key scientific skills.



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Our Science Curriculum 

Overview details all of the 

specific topic areas to be 

taught in each year group, 

highlighting opportunities for 

practical investigations and 

suggesting links with other 

curriculum areas, to ensure 

the children’s learning is  

relevant and meaningful.



STANDARDS

The standard of work produced in 

Science is very high at Hove Junior 

School.  We encourage the children 

to see themselves as Scientists during 

these lessons: considering safety 

matters; selecting effective ways to 

record their observations; working in 

a team, where relevant, to achieve 

the best outcomes.



STANDARDS IN YEAR 3



STANDARDS IN YEAR 4



STANDARDS IN YEAR 5



STANDARDS IN YEAR 6



ASSESSMENT IN SCIENCE
Each year group has a 

skills-matched 

assessment sheet/check 

list to complete 

throughout the school 

year.

Mind maps are used to show children’s knowledge, 

understanding and misconceptions at the start of a unit of 

learning. Children are also asked to consider any questions 

that they would like to be answered.

At the end of the unit, children return to the mind map and 

update it with their new knowledge, thus evidencing their

Learning.



WORKING SCIENTIFICALLY

The Progression of skills for 

working scientifically, from Lower 

KS2 to Upper KS2, is clearly 
identified and opportunities for 

developing these are specifically 

planned for.

Children engage in personal 

reflection about how their own 

skills are developing.

Learning 

through enquiry



GREATER DEPTH OPPORTUNITIES

Having considered the problem or context, they should be 
encouraged to raise their own questions, select and plan the 
most appropriate type of enquiry. 


