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Religious Education at Hove Juniors

Statement of Intent: 

At Hove Junior School we think it’s vital that every young person learns about the different 
religions that are in the UK today. We hope to equip our young people with knowledge, 
understanding and skills so that they can develop their own ideas and understand the different 
beliefs held in our diverse community. Throughout their time at Hove Junior School, the children 
enjoy learning about different belief systems: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Humanism, Islam, 
Judaism and Sikhism. Religious Education is taught for the equivalent of an hour a week and we 
follow the Brighton and Hove Agreed Syllabus for RE. Each unit of work follows an enquiry based 
approach where the children are initially introduced to a new unit of work, perhaps through a 
piece of text, a religious object or a work of art. The children are encouraged to ask questions.  
This is followed by exploring and learning about an aspect of belief and about how beliefs make a 
difference to how people live their lives. In each unit children are encouraged to develop their 
own responses and ideas, while gaining insights into both local and global religious and non-
religious communities. Our teaching of RE is developed in line with the New Local Agreed RE 
Syllabus and is monitored through book looks, planning checks and pupil voice interviews. 



At Hove Junior school we follow the New 
Brighton and Hove  Agreed RE Syllabus 



Religious Education is set by each local education  
authority.  The Brighton and Hove Standing Advisory 
Council for Religious Education(SACRE) launched their 
new Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in March 
2018.  Each teaching union is represented on the SACRE 
and we currently have one of our RE subject leaders 
representing their union which means we keep abreast of 
new developments in  RE.  



Implementing the New Agreed syllabus

September 2018 – Whole school staff meeting to introduce the new RE syllabus to all teachers 

October 2018- Report to Governors on implementation of the new RE syllabus

November  2018 – Up-dated RE page on school website  so parents are informed of  which units of 
work are covered each term

Autumn 2019 – Completion of the new planning and implementation of  regular training for HLTA’s 
by R.E. specialist teacher.



New Curriculum Overview 2019/20
Yr3 Yr4 Yr5 Yr6

Intro 

Week 1

What does our religious and 

cultural community look like?

(dress)

What does our religious community 

look like?

( local buildings)

What does our religious community look 

like?

(Map of our locality and symbols)

What does our religious 

community look like?

(B&H census figures)

Autumn 1 Why is Jesus inspiring to some 

people?

What makes an Inspirational person?          

(Mother Teresa, the Queen, Malala 

Yousafzai, Rosa Parks, Bear Gryls ML 

King)

What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain 

today?

What can we learn from religions 

about deciding what is right and 

wrong?

Autumn 2 What does having faith mean for 

different people?

Why are festivals important to religious 

communities?

(Diwali, Hanukkah 

Christmas and winter solstice)

Why do some people believe God 

exists?

( including own beliefs)

Christmas  1 week Christmas 1 week Christmas 1 week Christmas  around the world 1 

week

Spring 1 Why do people pray? What symbols, songs and sacred 

objects are important to religions?

( including religious dress)

What difference does it make to believe in 

ahimsa, grace and Ummah?

What does it mean to be a 

Humanist today?

Spring 2 What does it mean to be Christian 

in Britain today?

Why are sacred texts so important for 

religions today?

( Torah, Bible, Qur’an)

What does it mean to be a Buddhist in Britain 

today?

What matters most to Christians 

and Humanists?

Easter x2 weeks Easter x2 weeks Easter x2 weeks Easter x2 weeks

Summer 1 What is it like to be a Muslim in 

Britain today?

(life of Muhammad/ the Islamic 

community)

Why do some people think life is a 

journey and what significant 

experiences mark this?

What do different people believe about God? Is it better to express your beliefs 

in art, architecture or in charity 

and generosity? 

Summer 2 Why do people go to scared places?

(Hajj)

What are places of worship and what 

happens in them?

( including religious community 

What do different religions believe about 

how the world began?

(creation and stewardship)



New Curriculum Overview 2019/20
Year 3/4



New Curriculum Overview 2019/20
Year 5/6



• It is our aim to enhance Religious Education at Hove Juniors by using a 
wide range of religious artefacts,  inviting visitors from different faiths 
into school and by  visiting our local places of worship.



The children at Hove Junior 
School are passionate about 
Religious Education.  Their 
curiosity and enthusiasm 
shines through during their 
lessons.



Children are encouraged to explore texts and 
artefacts through effective enquiry skills.
• What is this?

• Where can you buy it?

• How much does it cost?

• What does it mean?

• What is it used for?

• Who is it used by?

• When is it used?

• What does it mean for a believer?

• How does it make the person who is using it feel?

• What do I understand about Hajj?



Year 3



Year 4



Year 4 children read St John’s prophecy from 
Revelations then wrote their own visions for a 

diverse Brighton and Hove.



Year 5



Year 6



Our year 6 children have enjoyed exploring 
our new unit on Humanism



Greater Depth Opportunities
Is it right to send animals into space?

Can you show, using a Venn diagram, any rules form Humanists and 

Christians which overlap?



Curriculum links with RE during Arts Week

Hove Junior School Arts Week

An opportunity to explore learning through the 
arts, across the curriculum, whilst allowing 

focused teaching of key skills.

Theme: Shelter



This year our Arts Week centred on 
the concept of shelter and linked 
with our PSHE  work around 
refugees and sanctuary and our RE 
work  around other cultures and 
beliefs.

Links to the Brighton Festival 

‘You, me or those who came before’

Links to Refugee Week

http://refugeeweek.org.uk/theme-of-refugee-week-2019/


Nadine Kaadan
Since the age of 8, Nadine Kaadan hasn’t stopped 
writing and illustrating children’s books - she 
simply knew that it was her calling in life. She 
started distributing her first fairy tales to her 5th 
grade class mates, and 20 years later she is an 
award winning children’s book author and 
illustrator, whose mission it is to spread reading 
culture in the Arab world, in a way that is inspired 
by Syria’s rich heritage.

Nadine has published over 15 books in the Arab 
region with various publishers, and believes that 
children’s books are the most creative and 
effective tool to convey interesting and relevant 
ideas to young readers. Her stories sometimes 
touch on delicate subjects like children with 
special needs, or like the current troubled situation 
in the Arab world, and other times they are just 
plain fun.







Nadine came to visit our 
Portland Road site and 
every child go the chance to 
meet the author and hear 
about the things that 
inspired her books and her 
experiences living in Syria.

This helped them to 
consider what shelter 
means to children who are 
seeking a safe place to 
make their new home 
whilst wanting to remember 
the beauty and family in the 
country they have left.



Paper Aeroplanes Project







Workshops with Dawn East from
The Amazing Art Cart

• We asked the children to consider different dwellings and design a 
safe sustainable shelter. They had the chance to look at architectural 
models and drawings, some images of buildings made out of recycled 
materials, refugee housing and non permanent design structures like 
the summer pavilions at the serpentine in London.

• They were split into groups of 5 and given a pack of materials to work 
with. The aim of the project was to get the children collaborating by 
sharing materials and ideas and getting them to think in a 3-
dimensional way. It was a problem-solving activity designed to get 
them thinking creatively focussing on the process.








