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Curriculum Qverview for Computing

The Computing Curriculum aims to give Children an ability to use Computing devices in a wide range Of Curriculum
subjects. They will begin to understand the ways in WhiCh we are connected to others through technology ahd the way
in whiCh we heed to stay safe, responsible anhd respeCtful online. They Will also learn how to use a rahge of software, to
orgahise ahd communiCate their ideas and manipulate data they have collected. They will learh the basiC sKills Of
coding and use digital devices to Create and share their ownh work.

We aim for all children at West Hove Infant SChool to enjoy exploring and preparing for the digital world ih which we
live. We have invested heaVily in technhology and we have a fully equipped Computer Suite at each sChool site,
interacCtive whiteboards in each Classroom and a set Of Class iPads fOor eaCh Class aCross all age groups.

We teach computing both as a separate subjeCt with each Class having time allocated in the cComputer suite but also
use Computing as a Cross Curricular tool in Maths, Literacy, SCience and foundation subjects.

There are three mainh Strands t0 Computing at our SChool that underpin the computing we teach. These are:

o Digital literacy — The ability t0 use technology to express themselves and Create and CommunhiCate
information to others

e (Computer Science — The ability to read, write and understand simple programs and to de-bug (CorreCt
mistakes) in algorithms

e Inhformation Technology — TO use teChnology purposefully to Create, Orgahise, store, mahipulate and
retrieve digital data.

Computing demands a high level of subject specCific sKills ahd these are taught alohgside our three Computing strands.
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The teaching of computing Will encourage children to attain high standards by working in half-termly or termly bloCcks
based oh one of the three areas of Computing learning.

Each unit of work will directly link t0 one Of the three main themes of computing and build in the skills and
unhderstanding that the subjecCt requires. FOr example, we have developed uhits Of work on coding, Creating posters,
ahd databases.

The children in the Early Years Founhdation Stage work towards the Early [Learnhing oals, in the area of Technhology.
The requirements for Technology are found in the Knowledge and {Jnderstanding the World Strand. e have noticed
that as Children enter our SChool their teCchnology experience is mostly from touch sCreen technology and therefore,
mouse and keyboard sKills are particularly [acking. Due to this, we have Changed our CurriCulum to ensure that the
EYFS children are gaining the sKills and experience to access a wider rahge of technology. e then use the three
strahds Oof computing to guide our other units of work where Children experience some Simple programming, use
technology to share, fihd and retrieve information and |oCate programs and information that they need.

In Key Stage One our Children work towards ensuring they have developed a deeper ahd wider understanding of the
stranhds. TO do this we believe it is impOortant to regularly return t0 each of the three computing strands. IAJe have
unhits of wWork based on each strand both ih Year 1 ahd Year 2. FOr example, in Year Ohe we use Bee-bots as a concCrete
anhd piCtorial way to introduce and develop the sKills of Computer science. In Year two this become more abstracCt
when we develop the strand further by using SCratCh and online programming tools to code and debug algorithms.

We believe computing is best taught as a hands on subject and expect all Children t0 access teChnology onh a regular
basis during their time at our school. We encourage the independent use of software and hardware and use a range of
support and sCaffolding to encourage children to develop these sKills. Qther children are also used as ‘experts’ and
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parthership working is used as a way to build ahd support all levels of learnhers. Higher order questioning and
appliCation Of knowledge aCross a rahge Of platforms is used as a Way to extend further children who have the ability
t0 ‘dive deeper’ into the subject.

We aim that children at West Hove Infant School will develop the skKills, kKhowledge and understanding required to
continue their digital learning as they move oh from our sChool. The adults in the sChool are assessing the children’s
progress and abilities on a regular basis and in Computing we use ah approaCh where we work towards an end product
as part Of our unit of work to help assess the Children’s knowledge and uhderstanding without having to ‘test’ what
they have learnt. Children’s progress is used as a too| to inform future |earhing and to ensure coverage Of the
Curriculumm is engaging and thorough.




