
Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas

Parenthesis is a word, phrase, or clause inserted into a sentence to add extra information. When a parenthesis is 

removed, the sentence still makes sense on its own.

Brackets ( ) are also known as parentheses (parenthesEs) and usually used to show parenthesis (parenthesIs).

Commas and dashes can also be used to show parenthesis.

Before anything else, 

please watch this 
clip...

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?
v=AseBaZWID7
w

The most common way to 

show parenthesis is to 
use brackets within a 
sentence to add 

information for detail or 
clarification. What is key 

to remember is that the 
sentence to which the 
parenthesis is being 

added should make 
grammatical sense 

whether the information in 
the brackets is there or 
not.

Explanation and 

examples:

Continued...

For example, ‘George Washington was 

born in 1732’ makes sense on its own, 
therefore the brackets have been used 
correctly. The additional, or bracketed, 

information ‘the first American President’ 
adds extra detail to the main sentence.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AseBaZWID7w


Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas Day 1

Dashes and commas can also be used in 

place of brackets to indicate parenthesis; 

Q1. Read the sentence below and 

answer the questions. Write the 
sentence out and have a go at 
changing some of the information to 

create your own sentence, e.g. We 
agreed to see the new Star Wars 

film (my favourite films ever) on my 
birthday.



Answer!

Main 

Information

Makes sense when the extra information 

is removed.

Q2. Read the 

sentence and 
answer the 
question.

Dashes draw 
more attention 

to the extra 
information. 
The writer 

wants us to 
notice this.



Answer!



Identify the additional information in 

these sentences...



Did you spot it?



For each of these 

sentences, you need to 
choose a suitable 

parenthesis from the 

box and work out 
where it should go.

Remember to mark the 
start and end of your 

parenthesis with 

brackets, commas or 
dashes. Vary your 

punctuation; don’t just 
use one!

e.g. The main door of 
the office is in the 

basement.
The front door (with 

the square ‘enter’ 

button to press) is in 
the basement.

Day 2 - Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas



Day 2 - Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas

Ask someone to read 

your sentences and tell 
you which bit is the 
main information.

Were they correct?



Day 3 - Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas

Ask someone to read 

your sentences and tell 
you which bit is the 
main information.

Were they correct?



Day 3 - Parentheses – Brackets, Dashes & Commas

The real challenge would 

be to use parentheses in 
your writing tasks.
Can you add additional 

information using brackets, 
dashes and commas?

Self Assessment:

How confident do you feel about parentheses?

Not confident Okay Really confident

1 2 3 4 5


