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Activities (2)

SEND HOME LEARNING

These activities cover a range of objectives and can be adapted to suit. Work through this at your own pace. The activities get 
progressively more challenging and incorporate all operations (+, -, x and ÷) into activities involving money, time and shape as well as 
sequencing. .  ALL SEND ACTIVITIES ARE IN THIS DOCUMENT AND GET PROGRESSIVELY MORE CHALLENGING. Please choose ability-
appropriate activities and do not think you have cover everything. Things you need to practise will become evident.

This involves putting the maths in context and using prior knowledge to solve a problem.  It’s a good idea to have some spare paper 
handy to write your own questions when you finish. Go through each question and answer and get the child to explain how they 
worked it out Ask them to ‘teach’ you how to solve a question and have a go at a few yourself (make some errors to see if they spot 
them and can explain where you went wrong!)

If you have any extra resources (shapes, money, counters, beads, straws, etc) you could use them to help show how you prove the 
answer is correct.

The questions get harder as you go through. If they are too tricky, stop and revisit previous ones, changing the numbers 
appropriately. What’s important is that children can apply what they know and use the method shown, as well as explain how they 

got to the answer.

Please make sure children have silent ‘thinking time’ before answering questions. This requires the adult to stay silent for at least 10 
seconds 



Here are a few tips to help you deliver these activities and engage your child in learning:

• Use objects/real resources where possible.

Many children are kinaesthetic learners which means they learn through doing. As children move tangible objects 
around it helps them comprehend the concept of numbers more deeply. You can use anything you want – buttons, 
pebbles, or, if you’re struggling to get them enthused, something they’re crazy about like cars or Lego.

• Put the larger number in your head

When encouraging children to do mental arithmetic, teach them to put the largest number (of the two you are 
adding) in their head. Model this physically as you say it. For example, if the addition is 9 + 4, say: “Right, let’s put the
largest number in our heads, so that’s nine.” Then tap your head and say: “So we’re putting nine in our heads and then 
counting on four.” This clear, precise modelling will help them to learn this useful strategy. Once they have put the 
largest number ‘in their head’ they can then use their fingers to count on until they are secure with mental + / -.

• Number squares and number lines

At school, children will be using number lines and number squares (or 100 squares) regularly. Depending on their 
learning style some will find it more beneficial than others, but it’s certainly worth a try. There are lots free to print on 
the internet of you do not have one. (There are examples on the last page of this document)



• Draw pictures

This works first of all because many children enjoy drawing and secondly because it gives a physical representation of 
the addition. Urge your child to keep the drawings small and basic (otherwise you’ll be there all day!)

• Practise rapid recall 

When children come to school, learning number facts is a principal focus. For example, children are expected to learn 
number bonds to ten (e.g. 7 + 3 = 10, 9 + 1= 10 etc.) Support your child by reciting the possible combinations together. 
Also explain that you can always swap the number order around when it comes to addition, so if 6 + 4 = 10 so does 4 + 
6.

• Encourage real life situations

The fundamental purpose of learning in maths lessons is that children (and the adults they’ll grow to be) can use it in 
their everyday life. Giving them real-life opportunities to practise their addition skills also makes them feel grown up 
and boosts their self-esteem. So at the supermarket get them to put, for example, five oranges and four apples in your 
basket and ask them how many pieces of fruit you’ll be buying. 

Similarly learning money basics when you’re out and about can be a great incentive for getting their number brain 
working!



• Invent story questions

Devising and working through story questions is a crucial element of maths. Children can really enjoy this especially if 
you make the stories about something they have an interest in, e.g. using characters from their favourite book or TV 
programme, food they love or their school friends. A story question (also known as a word problem) might read as 
follows: There were seven cupcakes and six biscuits on a tray. How many treats were there altogether?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

The activities in this document are varied and quite practical. Be as creative as possible when delivering sessions. Look 
for opportunities to extend the learning and adapt it where necessary. 

If children are struggling , try modelling how you’d solve a similar problem and try speaking aloud your thoughts; 
slowly articulating what you see, do, and reason, will help them process what to do.

It can be very challenging engaging children and getting them to focus. Don’t think you have to ‘teach’ an hour a day 
of maths every day; you may wish to do 10-minute activities throughout the day or have a day where you don’t do 
formal maths. 



All of the activities in the following pages cover a wide range of objectives. It would be useful to re-write each activity onto A4 paper and adapt the tasks 
to suit. There are progressively more challenging activities towards the end of this document. Where possible, use resources to help. Making the maths 
‘real’ will be much more memorable and fun for the child.  ALL SEND ACTIVITIES ARE IN THIS DOCUMENT AND GET PROGRESSIVELY MORE 
CHALLENGING. Please choose ability-appropriate activities and do not think you have cover everything. Things you need to practise will become evident.























(large space shuttles are on the 
following two pages)

























If you search Twinkl website you will find a large 
variety of colourful resources, like the ones above 
to print and cut out. 
There are lots of videos online on how to 
effectively use these resources, if you are not 
sure. 


