Portals through the Ages

The Stone Age is the name given to
the earliest period of human
culture when stone tools were first
used

The first humans arrived in Britain
over 700 000 years ago

The Stone Age is divided into three
periods: the Palaeolithic (old Stone
Age), Mesolithic (middle Stone Age)
and the Neolithic (new Stone Age)

The wolf was domesticated in the
Mesolithic Age to help humans
hunt and guard against danger

The Neolithic era is the latest part
of the Stone Age and was the peri-
od when farming was invented and
people started caring for animals
such as sheep, cows and pigs

The oldest Bronze Age sta
around 3300 BC with civilisa
such as the Egyptians

The Bronze Age in Britain lasted
between 2500 BC and 800 BC

Bronze is a mix of copper and tin,
and was used to make weapons and
tools for farming

Bronze Age people made round-
houses that usually had a fire in the
middle

It is possible bronze was first
brought to Britain by the Beaker
people who made bell shaped
pottery to drink from

years till 43AD

Iron was much s
bronze, which mad
material for weapons
tools

The first coins were used z
100 BC

e Celts fought with long swo
oval shields and also lived i
ouses, within hillforts

Age ended when the
aded Britain in 43AD

Key Vocabulary

The oldest known cave painting is a red hand

stencil in Caceres in Spain. It has been dated

as older than 64,000 years and was made by

a Neanderthal

Cave paintings have also been discovered in

France and Argentina

The Orkney Islands in Scotland have stone
houses that are 5500 years old. These are the

oldest we know of

The most well preserved example of ancient

stone houses can be found at Skara Brae on

the West coast of Mainland the largest

Orkney Island
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