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Recap: In Year 4, you studied classification—the act or process of grouping living things

according to their type such as plants or animals, vertebrates or invertebrates and

variation— the differences between individuals within a species, which can be caused by
inherited or environmental factors (things passed down from their parents or related to the

conditions they live in) ~
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. In 1735, Swedish Scientist Carl Linnaeus first published a system for classifying all I,
living things. An adapted version of this system is still used today: The Linnaeus System.

Scientists study the characteristics of an organism in order to classify it.

Taxonomy is the branch of science that gives names to all living organisms and taxonomists are

scientists who classify things into groups based on similarities.

Taxonomists often use scientific keys which are sets of questions with yes or no answers to help
them classify living things.

Micro-organisms (such as viruses, bacteria, moulds and yeast) can also be classified.




e o ey et o od l\ . e o ey
. A@_‘_‘.& Year 6

Living things and their Habitats

/
Sl core Krovedge
|

. Broad groupings, such as plants, animals and

The kingdoms of living things
and their species at a glance

micro-organisms can be sub-divided, to identify
specific examples

. Living Things are first divided into Kingdoms—

the animal kingdom and plant kingdom are the

two main ones we can observe. Each group is & =
then divided further into these groupings, which 4& é %
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become more specific as they go along: Phylum,
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https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability/biology-kingdoms-living-things-

- Key vocabulary ‘

a key— a series of questions about the characteristics of living things. A key is used to

identify a living thing or decide which group it belongs to by answering 'yes' or 'no'
questions

characteristics—Special qualities or appearances that make an individual or group of

things different to others.

taxonomy—(which literally means “arrangement law”) is the science of classifying
organisms

As scientists we will

describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common

observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including micro-

organisms, plants and animals /

give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics

Observe living things in the local environment and use classification keys to identify
them

(@) (%) (b) (@ () (@ @) 7N
_ . /~*, s e

M




