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We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, 

safety and well-being of all pupils in accordance with 

safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in the 

school’s Health and Safety, Child Protection, Security and 

Safeguarding policies. 
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1. Introduction 

Through the teaching of geography, we are preparing our children for living and working in a rapidly changing, 

diverse and international society. 

Our geography curriculum aims to instil in pupils a lifelong curiosity towards their own environment, the wider world 

and its people. At Hove Learning Federation, we aim to equip pupils with knowledge and understanding of diverse 

places, people, resources and natural and human environments. Alongside this, children will develop the skills 

required to explore a deeper understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

An understanding of environmental issues and factors affecting climate change have become a significant part of our 

pupils’ future and this will be reflected in the teaching and learning we provide.  

Aims 

We aim to:  

 foster an enjoyment of geography and geographical enquiry, and develop children’s sense of wonder at the 

beauty of the world around them 

 increase children’s sense of responsibility for the care of the Earth and its people, build upon their 

knowledge of other cultures and teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen 

in a multi-cultural society 

 motivate children to develop: an informed awareness about the quality of the environment, commitment to 

sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means 

 develop children’s knowledge of places locally, nationally and globally and the ability to compare the lives of 

people living in these locations 

 name, describe and compare contrasting locations and places using accurate geographical vocabulary 

 stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and in the variety of physical and human characteristics in 

our world 

 encourage children to develop key geographical skills and engage in an enquiry approach to geography 

 

2. Intent  

Through the teaching and learning of geography at the Hove Learning Federation, every child will have the 

opportunity to build an understanding of the world around them, the community they live in and their impact on it. 

Our practical and immersive learning experiences teach children to empathise with people from other places, 

cultures and climates making comparisons with their lives and the lives of others. We want children to have a deep 

understanding of the interconnectivity between humans and their environment.  

Through an enquiry based approach children are encouraged to ask questions, use maps, and acquire geographical 

vocabulary and fieldwork skills in order to develop their knowledge of place, location, and human and physical 

geography. Our planned progression ensures children are exposed to the key knowledge set out in The National 

Curriculum (2014) and The Development Matters Curriculum (2020) giving them a deep understanding and set of 

skills that builds from year to year. It is through the investigation of key aspects of human and physical geography 

that children can explore the world around them. 

It is our intention that children will leave the end of Key Stage 2 with an awareness of their role as a global citizen. 

3. Implementation  

In learning geography, children will: 

 develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of the patterns and processes in physical and human 

geography 

 participate in a practical approach to geography, including the use of: maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping; compasses; aerial photographs; and walks around the local area  



 develop their ability to ask questions about places and to seek answers through observations and 

deductions, evaluating material to inform and justify their opinions 

 develop their fieldwork and observational skills to investigate the geography of their school and local area by 

measuring, gathering and recording data 

 present findings gleaned from fieldwork using precise geographical vocabulary 

 have planned opportunities to acquire and use new vocabulary, including subject-specific tier 2 and 3 words 

 communicate knowledge and ideas using a variety of methods 

 work in a variety of contexts – individually, in groups and as a whole class 

 follow a spiral curriculum which revisits key themes and knowledge in order to deepen understanding and 

secure their learning 

 

4. Content  

Aims and key principles: 

Content and coverage for geography is plotted out in a progression ladder which shows the development in skills, 

knowledge and vocabulary from YR to Y6, and plots out the federation’s spiral curriculum for this subject. This makes 

it clear to see where children have opportunities to revisit skills and understanding in order to achieve mastery.  

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Teachers use the Geography Curriculum Map and Progression Ladder along with termly overviews and weekly plans 

to set out the structure and content of geography lessons. Learning objectives are taken from the National 

Curriculum and each lesson is carefully sequenced to build knowledge over time. The learning for a whole topic, 

including geography, can also be found in our Topic Teasers. These are child-friendly topic overviews containing key 

learning, vocabulary, supporting images and curriculum links that children stick into their books at the start of each 

topic. 

All of the documents mentioned above are available to parents on the school website and shared with governors.  

Key Stage 2 

As in Key Stage 1, teachers use the Geography Progression Ladder along with termly overviews and weekly plans to 

create lessons that cover the learning outlined in the National Curriculum. The knowledge and information that 

children are given in geography lessons has been carefully thought through by our geography subject team and is set 

out in our Core Knowledge Files which are on display in classrooms, snipped onto slides, sent out to parents at the 

start of each term and accessible on our website.  

Key facts from the Core Knowledge Files are selected for each lesson and explained in a knowledge strip that goes 

into children’s books. This supporting resource helps to reduce children’s cognitive load during the lesson and gives 

them quick access to dual-coded vocabulary, timelines, diagrams and summaries alongside challenging questions 

which promote mastery thinking.  

Expectations: Strategies: 

Learning objectives and 

statements related to the early 

learning goals are taught in the 

early years.  

In Reception classes, geographical activities are derived predominantly from the 

‘Understanding of the World’ area of learning, through the sub-sections of ‘The 

Natural World,’ and ‘People, Cultures and Communities.’ Most activities are 

based within the context of a highly cross-curricular approach and are also 

linked with a termly topic theme. 

Specific geography tasks can be focused activities led by an adult, as well as 

child-initiated exploration where the child is able to explore geographical 

resources in the indoor/outdoor learning environment. Children’s 

understanding of the wider world is also developed through our ‘Wonderful 



World of Me’ sessions, where each child shares with the class the things that 

make them unique and links them to the wider world. 

The National Curriculum 

objectives are used to support 

planning in KS1 and KS2. 

 Core knowledge, skills and vocabulary are mapped in the progression ladder 
to ensure children are covering the correct content and knowledge is 
sequential (Appendix 6) 
 

 In Key Stage 1, the scheme of work has been developed from the National 
Curriculum Programmes of Study for Geography in the New Primary 
Curriculum 2014, alongside our school’s curriculum drivers – Standards, 
Engagement, Enquiry and Diversity (SEED). Our geography objectives have 
been chosen to best suit the termly topics, and to reflect continuity and 
progression in children’s knowledge, skills and understanding (Appendix 1) 

 

 In Key Stage 2, our geography curriculum is planned so that children cover a 

range of geographical knowledge and skills in the following topics: 

o Trash to Treasure – Year 3 

o Roamin’ Romans – Year 4 

o Vicious Vikings – Year 4 

o Brighton Rocks – Year 5 

o The Mighty and Mysterious Maya – Year 5 

o A Voyage to a New World – Year 6 

o Other outstanding geographical knowledge, including rivers, 

mountains, earthquakes – rolling whole school topics (every 4 years) 

A clear spiral curriculum that 

progresses throughout each key 

stage builds on prior learning 

and introduces age-appropriate 

concepts, knowledge and skills. 

 Please see Appendices 2 to 9 for detailed progression ladder and curriculum 
content for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2  

 Geography is open to all children, of whatever age, gender, ethnic origin, 
ability and social background as it teaches children knowledge and 
understanding of the world around them. 

Geography links to other areas 

of the curriculum 

English  

 Geography promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. 

 Children are encouraged to ask and answer their own questions.  

 Children demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in a variety 
of ways including: written, presentations, drama and role play. 

Maths  

 Children collect data from fieldwork investigations and present their 
results using tables and graphs 

 Children read information given in tables and graphs (for example, 
average temperature and rainfall graphs) in order to make 
interpretations about the world around them 

Science 

• Geography knowledge crosses with science knowledge in the 

understanding of the physical processes at work in the world around us. 

An example of this within the curriculum is the water cycle. 

• Children use skills developed in science lessons within their geography 

lessons, when collecting and analysing data, and interpreting 

information in graphs, charts and tables. 

PSHE  

 Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of PSHE and 
citizenship. 



 We endeavour to promote an awareness of current, global issues such 
as climate change and recycling, enabling children to develop a voice 
and become actively involved in these issues.  

 We introduce geography as a diverse field that leads into many 
different careers and opportunities beyond school.  

Inspirational and relatable role 

models are referred to and 

taught. 

 Environmentalists 

 Explorers 

 Natural historians 

 Local heroes 

 Palaeontologists 

 Biologists 

Geography lessons are hands 

on and active.  

 All children will have access to maps, digital/computer mapping, aerial 
photographs, atlases, compasses, rain gauges and other geographical 
equipment at relevant points throughout their geography lessons 

 Links are made to use these resources where applicable in lessons 

 Children participate in fieldwork in order to gain data which answers 
geographical questions 

 Fieldwork skills are explicitly taught 

Geography and sustainability 

topics are taught.  

 Eco club is available for children to join – Hove Learning Federation is 
working towards improving environmental awareness in our schools 
and gaining a green flag status 

 Our City, Our world – Hove Learning Federation is part of a whole city 
approach to sustainability, climate change and environmental 
education in Brighton & Hove.  

 School assemblies on climate change and global issues are planned 
across the year.  

 In KS1 climate change awareness is linked to all foundation subjects.  

 

5. Assessment 

Aims and key principles:  

Monitoring children’s attainment, understanding and acquisition of skills in our foundation subjects is essential to 

ensuring we can provide children with the support and challenge they need to access, and flourish within, our 

curriculum. In geography assessment is carried out using a variety of methods as outlined below and each teacher will 

be aware of monitoring this over other subjects where geographical thinking can be employed and skills used.   

Expectations: Strategies: 

Assessment is linked to 

planning and is used to inform 

future provision, teaching and 

learning 

 Teachers plan lessons linked to National Curriculum Objectives. 

 Previous learning is revisited at the start of every lesson as a form of 
assessment and to support long term memory retention.  

 Subject leaders monitor planning and assessment across key stages to 
ensure knowledge and skills are mapped out across year groups.  

 Knowledge and skills are built on to ensure any gaps are addressed. 

 Learning objectives and targets for each lesson are shared with the 
children and assessed at the end of each lesson and unit. 

 

Formative assessment is 

continually on going to support 

our understanding of children’s 

progress  

 In Early Years, teachers are continuously observing children’s 

independent learning in the learning environment. This includes 

working inside and outside and is recorded to provide the evidence that 

informs teacher assessment. 

 As children progress through Key Stage 1, they will learn to self-assess 

their work against the objectives for that lesson/unit of work alongside 



the teacher assessment. This allows children to take ownership of their 

learning and ensures they understand the lesson objective clearly.  

 In Key Stage 2 children’s understanding is monitored through 

Assessment for Learning, pupil voice and teacher observation, and 

support is carefully planned in where appropriate to ensure learning is 

inclusive.  

Assessment is evidenced in 

books in KS1 and KS2 
 Each lesson in Key Stage 1 has a bespoke sheet that includes the main 

activity and challenge opportunity along with three differentiated learning 
outcomes that the children can self-assess against. The teacher will then 
also tick these.  

 In Key Stage 2 children begin each unit with a mindmap to show what 
they already know and then are returned to at the end of a unit so they 
can add on what they have learnt. Children are also given the 
opportunity to showcase the knowledge they have embedded and 
secured over a series of lessons by creating a ‘double page spread’. 
Double page spreads are a method of assessment that allow children to 
choose how they present their learning and then have the opportunity 
to talk through their understanding. 

Assessment and monitoring are 

ongoing to support future 

planning  

 In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the children’s knowledge, skills and 

understanding will be assessed using ‘Development Matters,’ and the 

Early Years Learning Goals (predominantly within ‘Understanding the 

World’). These are recorded half termly into Target Tracker and then 

this information is used towards the end of year feedback given to 

parents and the final EYFS Profile. 

 At Key Stage 1, children’s progress and attainment is tracked against 

age-related expectations. In Key Stage 1 Assessment boxes are included 

in books at the end of each unit and teachers assess children based on 

learning objectives. The learning objectives for each lesson provide a 

clear focus for assessment. At the end of each school year, every child 

will be assessed and recorded on Target Tracker, as: ‘working below’, 

‘working towards’, ‘secure’ or ‘secure plus’. These levels are 

communicated to parents in the end of year school report. At the end 

of Year 1, the assessments will be passed to the Year 2 teacher. At the 

end of Year 2, the accrued assessments will be used by the teacher to 

make a judgement about each child’s ability in geography across the 

key stage.  

 At Key Stage 2, teachers assess children’s geographical understanding 
and the knowledge they have acquired within each unit. The learning 
objectives for each lesson provide a clear focus for the assessment of 
geographical skills. Teachers tick the learning objective at the end of 
each lesson to show the extent to which each child has learnt that skill: 
one tick indicates they are working towards acquiring that skill, two 
ticks show they are working at the expected level and are confident 
with this skill and three ticks indicate they are working above 
expectations and have shown a greater depth of understanding the 
skill. 

 

  



6. Outdoor Learning 

Aims and key principles:  

Our outdoor environments and local area are used to support outdoor learning in geography and make connections 

across the curriculum. Subject leaders and teachers draw upon the children’s experiences at the Saplings Outdoor 

Learning Area in the infants to encourage children to study their environment and locality.  

Expectations: Strategies: 

A cohesively planned spiral 

curriculum that incorporates 

the use of the school grounds 

and local area are used for 

learning about the natural 

world 

 The outdoor learning curriculum is divided into three distinct areas for 
Early Years and Key Stage 1:  Nature study – study of animals, plants, 
seasons and weather. Closely linked to the National Curriculum 
objectives 

 Den building, collaborative games and map making 

 In Key Stage two children investigate the local area during fieldwork 
lessons. They collect data and then analyse it in order to present their 
findings in the classroom 

Timetabled sessions for all 

children to work in the school 

grounds 

 In EYFS and Key Stage 1, all children have at least one session per week 
in the Saplings outdoor classroom. This is planned, structured time 
where they learn new knowledge and practise a variety of skills needed 
to support our wildlife and plants in our local environment and climate 

 In Key Stage 1 and  2 children collect and measure rainfall as well as 
wind speed on the school grounds and also use the playgrounds to 
practice and apply mapping skills 

A range of local nature walks 

and school trips, including visits 

to the beach, enhance 

children’s awareness of their 

locality  

 Carefully planned field trips that give children the opportunity to 
practise and refine their geography skills 

 Time to talk to members of the local community about their 
experiences of living and working in Brighton and Hove 

 An awareness of the physical features of our coastline and time to see 
these first hand 

 Opportunities to see how local heroes are working to help the 
environment such as the trip to the Eco Ship and allotments at 
Stanmer Park in Year 3 

 

7. Skills (being a geographer) 

Aims and key principles:  

The teaching of geographical skills is carefully mapped across the key stages. The children are gradually introduced 

to the skills of being a geographer alongside the acquisition of substantive knowledge. As geographical knowledge 

and vocabulary are developed through our spiral curriculum the children have the opportunity to revisit, embed and 

build on understanding. 

Expectations: Strategies: 

Working geographically skills 

are embedded in each lesson 

and unit and carefully mapped 

out across the school 

 

 Geographical skills are taught alongside the knowledge acquisition 

aspect of the lesson  

 Activity sheets in Key Stage 1 include a section for children to assess 

the working geographically skills they have used in each session and 

across the year 

 In Key stage 2 learning objectives are based on geographical skills and 
children are given opportunities to discuss and assess their confidence 
with the acquisition of these skills 

 Activities are planned to ensure children are able to use working 
geographically skills to progress their knowledge 



 Pictures and quotes of children being geographers are included in 
books and on the portal 

The skills of being a geographer 

progress across the Key Stages    

 

 Progression in geographical skills is included in the Progression Ladder 

 Children are aware of the skills they have been using  as geographers 

across the key stages and are encouraged to discuss how they have 

supported their growing understanding 

 Evidence in books shows the variety of opportunities for using and 

applying these skills across both Key Stage 1 and 2 and The Portal. 

Children with SEN or with EAL 

know the variety of working 

geographical skills they are 

using to develop their 

knowledge and understanding 

with support 

 

 Appropriate support is given to children with SEN and EAL children so 

they can access the learning and understand the skills they are learning 

to become geographers 

 Dual coding (CIP) is used to pre-tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and is included 

on core knowledge files in Key Stage 2, flips/slides and all activity 

sheets in Key Stage 1.  

 Higher level challenge partners are used (talking trios) to ensure 

children with SEN and or EAL are provided with high quality talk and 

examples geography skills in practise.   

 Activities provided ensure children with SEN or EAL can access tasks 

appropriately and share their skills, knowledge and understanding of 

the geography skills they are using.  

 Differentiation and scaffolds are included where appropriate to enable 

access to learning and ensure children make at least expected 

progress.  

 Pictures and quotes are taken from children with SEN and or EAL to 

ensure evidence is recorded in books and on The Portal.  

 

8. Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Aims and key principles:  

Our teaching of geographical knowledge and vocabulary is carefully mapped to ensure it is delivered in a manner 

which will reduce cognitive overload and maximise children’s understanding and retention. Knowledge and 

vocabulary acquisition builds gradually and in a spiral approach, which deepens understanding and encourages 

individual reflection and exploration of ideas. 

Expectations: Strategies: 

Geographical Vocabulary linked 

to each unit is included in the 

Geography Progression Ladder 

Core Knowledge Files and 

Curriculum Maps and 

progresses with the associated 

knowledge 

 

 Children are taught the specific geographical vocabulary as prescribed 
in the National Curriculum and Development Matters 

 Tier 2 and 3 geographical Vocabulary is included in all key planning 
overviews and included in resources used during the topic, to 
encourage precise reporting of information and observations 

 Vocabulary is dual coded, to support understanding and recall 

 Vocabulary is explored in a variety of ways, including etymological 
observations, encouraging links to be made within and between 
geography topics and other subjects 

 Children will become confident in using geographical terms, and will 
gradually broaden the range of vocabulary used in cross-curricular work 

 In KS2 full vocabulary lists may be shared with parents and carers at the 
start of a unit, to encourage wider discussion and greater familiarity 

Vocabulary is included in each 

session and progression across 

 Vocabulary is unpicked and explicitly taught each lesson and can be 
seen on flips/slides 

 Children are given time in each geography lesson to hear and say key 
vocabulary and question the understanding of key words. 



sessions and year groups is 

evident   

 

 Key vocabulary is discussed in each session with the teacher during the 
key targets discussion 

 Key vocabulary from prior learning is discussed in the connecting 
learning flip/slide to embed vocabulary in long term memory 

 Flips / slides show clear progression of vocabulary across the key stages 

 In Key Stage 2 carefully selected vocabulary for each lesson is included 
in each sessions knowledge strip (Appendix 8) 

 In Key Stage 1 vocabulary is included on activity sheets in books and 
high expectations ensure children use this vocabulary in explaining their 
knowledge and understanding 

Misconceptions in knowledge 

and vocabulary are picked up 

early and addressed within 

lessons or before the 

subsequent lesson.   

 

 Teachers plan for misconceptions to ensure correct knowledge and 
vocabulary is taught and understood each lesson. 

 Adults are confident to pick up on misconceptions in knowledge and 
vocabulary that the children may have and ensure these are addressed 
early and clearly.  

 Higher order questions, challenges and visual prompts are used in 
lessons to assess and support misconceptions  

 Grumpy Frog is used on flips in KS1 to pre-empt possible 
misconceptions and address these to support whole class knowledge 
and understanding 

 

9.  Equal Opportunities, Inclusion and Access  

At Hove Learning Federation, we use Quality First Teaching to consistently meet the needs of all pupils. This includes 
ongoing assessment for learning which guides the path of the lesson, adapting lessons and responding to the needs 
of the children accordingly.  
 
Challenge activities are included throughout geography lessons across the Hove Learning Federation to indicate to 
children how they can deepen their knowledge. In Early Years and Key Stage 1, school characters are used (such as 
‘scuba diver challenge’, ‘submarine challenge’ and ‘Professor Prove-It’), while Key Stage 2 use a range of challenges 
and Exit Tickets. 
 
New topic-specific geographical vocabulary (tier 2 or tier 3) is taught using symbols and images (dual coding) to 
support children’s understanding and are pre-taught to children before a lesson, where necessary. This vocabulary is 
displayed in classrooms and is revisited throughout a unit, and built on year upon year. 
 
Where appropriate in geography lessons, children are provided with tasks that have been broken down into small 
steps, giving them achievable goals. Some children may be offered a choice of how to record their work in different 
ways, such as with a digital camera/ verbally/ with a tape-recorder. At times, tasks are designed so that outcomes 
can be child-led allowing for a variety of responses and ownership of learning.  
 
Additional materials can be provided to support learning (for example visual aids such as photographs, Makaton 
symbols, concept boards, dual coding, Communicate in Print resources, adapted scissors or other tools, or larger 
scale resources specifically for map work). Adult support is allocated to guide learning where needed and we ensure 
that all children can access fieldwork trips. 
 
In this way, all children will be enabled to achieve their full potential. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



10.  Appendices 

Appendix 1: Key Stage 1 Curriculum Drivers (SEED) 

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/curriculum-drivers/ 

 

 

Appendix 2: Example geography section from Key Stage 1 curriculum map for Year 1 (other Key Stage 1 and Early 
Years maps can be found using this link https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/curriculum-map/ ) 

 

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/curriculum-drivers/
https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/curriculum-map/


 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3: Example of Year 1 Termly overview (other Key Stage 1 and Early Years Termly overviews can be found 
using this link https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/schemes-of-work/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/our-curriculum/schemes-of-work/


Appendix 4: Example Key Stage 1 Topic Teaser 

 



Appendix 5: Example of Year 2 activity Sheet with Assessment Grid 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 6: Link to Hove Learning Federation Geography Progression Ladder (please follow the link for the complete 
ladder) 

https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=6437&type=pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=6437&type=pdf


Appendix 7: Example of a Year 6 Core Knowledge file 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 8: Examples of Year 5 and 6 geography lesson knowledge strips 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 9: Examples of Key Stage 2 Double Page Spread 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


