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School/Portland Road

Newsletter

Dear Families,

We have had a busy start to the term with plenty of stunning starts for our new topics and it has
been a joy to see the children so immersed in their learning. We have been so proud of our new
reception pupils and how well they have settled into school and into their new routines. Our Heads
of School have loved meeting our new families and welcoming them to the school.

We have been working hard to train new volunteers for reading with the children and it was great
to see so many of you at our training workshops this week. We look forward to continuing to
celebrating the love of reading throughout the year.

 Parking:
Thank you for helping us to keep our school community safe.
If you need to drive to school, please park safely and considerately, keeping the safety of our
pupils, families, and residents in mind. Please do not double park, stop on double yellow lines,
or block residents' driveways. By working together and showing consideration for our
neighbours, we can 
help ensure the area around school remains safe and welcoming for everyone.

Please remember that there are now traffic enforcements between 8:15am - 9:15am and
2:45pm - 3:45pm on School Road and Marmion Road. Motor vehicles are not allowed to enter
the restricted area during enforcement hours unless exempt.
Any vehicles without an exemption ignoring the restrictions may be issued with a Penalty Charge
Notice (PCN) of £70, reduced to £35 if paid in 21 days.



Scooters and bikes:
A gentle reminder that scooters and bikes are not to be ridden on the school premises before or
after school. Please safely walk them in to school at the beginning of the day and avoid riding
them at the end of the day until you have left the school gates.

Afterschool club contact info:

ASC number 07342536023 get in touch for last minute changes for collections. Use the
enquirieshlf.afterschoolclub@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk email if notifying us in advance
and any other enquires. 

Attendance at Hove Learning Federation

Attendance and Punctuality: 
Good punctuality is an important life skill and arriving at school on time each day makes a real
difference to children's learning.

Research consistently shows that good punctuality supports both academic success and overall
well-being and that arriving at school on time each day makes a real difference to children's
learning.

Our school gates are open from 8:40-8:50 at PR and 8.45-8.55 at SR, but bringing children for 8:40
(8:45 at SR) gives the best start to the day. 
Those first ten minutes are designed to help pupils settle calmly, greet their friends, organise their
belongings, and take part in important morning routines such as registration and early-start
tasks.
When children arrive late, even by 5-10 minutes, they can miss the calm, structured start, and key
explanations that help them feel settled and confident.

Over a year, arriving just 10 minutes late each day can add up to more than 30 hours of lost
learning time. By arriving promptly at 8:40 (8:45 SR), children begin the day feeling ready,
organised, and fully prepared to make the most of every learning and social opportunity.

In summary: good timekeeping isn't just about being "on time" — it helps children grow into
confident, capable learners and sets them up for success in school and beyond.

By working together to support punctuality, we give every child the best possible start to their
day.

Thank you for your co-operation and support. 

mailto:enquirieshlf.afterschoolclub@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk


Lateness

Arriving late to school is very unsettling for children, and frustrating for teachers who have to
repeat instructions and help children to catch up. In terms of time in school lost it can have a
considerable impact over the whole school year:

5 minutes late every day = 3 days of school lost a year
10 minutes late every day = 6.5 days of school lost a year
15 minutes late every day = 10 days of school lost a year
20 minutes late every day = 13 days of school lost a year

Uniform

Please see information on our uniform policy on our websites:
https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/ and
https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/uniform

Year 1 Families:
Parent/Carer Phonics talks:

Join us for our Year 1 Phonics Workshop on 21  October at 9:00am in the computing suite.st

You will get information on your child's continuing reading journey, including; how we teach
reading, how to pronounce sounds correctly, and pick up quick, easy ideas for reading at home. We
will also briefly explain the Phonics Screening Check held in June.

We hope to see you there!

Year 6 Families:
A reminder that the national deadline to apply for Secondary School (Year 7) for September 2027
entry is 31  October 2026.st

Please refer to the individual secondary school websites for information on their open events, or
contact them directly.

Year Group Messages:

https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/
https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/uniform


Year 5 stunning Start highlights 

Year 5 had an exciting day for their 'Brighton Rocks!' Stunning Start.
They learned about how our town developed into a popular seaside
resort, and they made traditional seaside-style games in groups. At

the end of the day, they got to play each others' games!

Well done to all the Year 5s on some fantastic, cooperative teamwork
 (and thank you so much for all the cardboard box donations!)



Staf f Spotlight

Kindness

Miss O’Shea
Head of School - School Road

This newsletter's value is Kindness. At school we use kind
hands, feet and words.

Examples of how you can be kind
Sharing a toy
Helping your friend
Inviting friends to play
Speaking kindly



Please continue to keep in contact with us – should you have any questions or concerns, contact us
via the following: 

West Hove Infant School 
admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
01273 733386

Hove Junior School
portlandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 

Maddie Southern
Executive Headteacher

Maddie Southern
Executive Headteacher

Niamh O’Shea
Head of School, School Road

Rachel Jeffers
Head of School, Portland Road

Lorna Cummings
Co-Executive Headteacher

Follow HLF on Facebook
and Instagram-

Search on Instagram-
hovelearningfederation

Search on Facebook-
hovelearningfederation

September:
Monday 28   - Individual School Photos (Junior
school)

th

October:
Friday 2  - Individual photos (Infant school)nd

Friday 2  - FOWHIS meet up in the back
playground, 3:15pm - 4:00pm.

nd

Wednesday 7  - Y3 and Y4 maths parent
workshop

th

Friday 9  - Y5 and Y6 maths parent workshopth

Tuesday 13  - New parent visits, 9:30am and
10:45am (Infant school)

th

Thursday 15th - Spooky disco (Junior school)

Diary Dates Diary Dates

October:
Thursday 22nd - Last day of term. Dress down
day.
Friday 23rd - INSET Day.

mailto:admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:portlandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:portlandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk


Are you concerned
about a child's
mental health?

Scan the QR code below to refer your
concern to Hove Learning Federation's

Child Mental Health Lead, Bridget
Rennie. Link also available on our school

website.

Anxiety
Low mood
Difficulties regulating emotions
Self esteem and confidence
Sleep difficulties
Fears and phobias
Separation, loss and bereavement

Bridget Rennie (Mental Health Lead) will
contact you via email within 2 weeks of

your referral.

NB: If you have an urgent concern about a child’s
mental health please call 03003040061 during
office hours or 03005000101 outside of office

hours.





Hopscotch Holiday Club – October Half term:

Fang-tastic news... Hopscotch Holiday Club October bookings are officially open! 
We can't wait to welcome you all back for a week filled with fa-boo-lous Halloween fun! 

 
Whether your child loves to get cosy with a good book and embark on an exciting

adventure, Hopscotch Holiday Club has something for everyone!
Book now by following the link below, or scanning the QR code above! Once again, our

Early Bird 
discount is valid for the first week of bookings! Use code: Halloween26 by midnight on

Sunday, September 20th to get 20% off your booking!

✨ Open to children from Reception to Year 6
✨ 8.30am to 5.30pm
✨ £45 for a full day

✨ 7% discount when booking a full week
✨ 5% sibling discount

To find out more, click here

https://www.hopscotchuk.com/holiday-club








📌 Online parent talk
In light of changes to smartphone policy in many schools across the city, we are thrilled to
announce an online parent talk by Dr Susie Davies, founder of PAPAYA, specially for parents of
Brighton & Hove!

📆 Date: Tuesday 6th October
🕰️ Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
@ Location: Zoom (online) - Click here to register

https://luma.com/pw00kamh


For bookings, click here

https://www.theskateclub.com/HOLIDAYSKATECLUB/
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