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Dear Families,

As we reach the end of our first half term, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on what a
fantastic start we have had to the new school year.

It has been wonderful to see so many exciting events, stunning starts and opportunities
taking place across the school sites, alongside the hard work, enthusiasm and determination
shown by our children every day. I have been incredibly impressed by the way they have
embraced their learning, challenged themselves and demonstrated our school values. There is
so much to celebrate, and it has been a real pleasure to see our children growing in
confidence, developing new skills and achieving so much in such a short time.

I would also like to thank our families for the warm welcome and support you have shown to
Miss Pink as Head of School at Holland Road. The positive response she has received has been
greatly appreciated, and I know she is already enjoying becoming part of our school
community. 

As we move into the half-term break, I hope you enjoy some well-deserved time to recharge
and spend time together as a family. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for
Autumn 2, refreshed and ready for another successful half term.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. Together, we can ensure
the very best outcomes for all of our children.



Attendance at Hove Learning Federation

Good punctuality is an important life skill and arriving at school on time each day makes a real
difference to children's learning.

Research consistently shows that good punctuality supports both academic success and overall
well-being and that arriving at school on time each day makes a real difference to children's
learning.

Our school gates are open from 8:40-8:50, but bringing children for 8:40 gives the best start to the
day. 

Those first ten minutes are designed to help pupils settle calmly, greet their friends, organise their
belongings, and take part in important morning routines such as registration and early-start
tasks.
When children arrive late, even by 5-10 minutes, they can miss the calm, structured start, and key
explanations that help them feel settled and confident.

Over a year, arriving just 10 minutes late each day can add up to more than 30 hours of lost
learning time. By arriving promptly at 8:40 (8:45 SR), children begin the day feeling ready,
organised, and fully prepared to make the most of every learning and social opportunity.

In summary: good timekeeping isn't just about being "on time" — it helps children grow into
confident, capable learners and sets them up for success in school and beyond.
 
Lateness

Arriving late to school is very unsettling for children, and frustrating for teachers who have to
repeat instructions and help children to catch up. In terms of time in school lost it can have a
considerable impact over the whole school year:

By working together to support punctuality, we give every child the best possible start to their day.

Thank you for your co-operation and support. 

5 minutes late every day = 3 days of school lost a year
10 minutes late every day = 6.5 days of school lost a year
15 minutes late every day = 10 days of school lost a year
20 minutes late every day = 13 days of school lost a year

Absence:
When your child, is unwell and unable to attend school, we kindly ask that you let us know by
calling or emailing the school and provide the following information:



Scooters and bikes:
A gentle reminder that scooters and bikes are not to be ridden on the school premises before or
after school. Please safely walk them in to school at the beginning of the day and avoid riding
them at the end of the day until you have left the school gates.

Donations of good-quality play equipment:
As a school, we would be hugely appreciative of any donations of good-quality play equipment
suitable for children of all ages.

Our funds for purchasing additional play resources are limited, so every donation really does
make a difference to the play opportunities and environments we can provide for our children.
As we begin the lead-up to Christmas, if you are having an autumn clear-out at home, we would
be very grateful for any good-quality items that you no longer need.

I have created a poster with some ideas of the types of resources we would welcome, but this is
by no means an exhaustive list!
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school and our children.

Uniform:
Please see information on our uniform policy on our websites:
https://www.westhoveinfants.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/ and
https://www.hovejuniorschool.co.uk/uniform

Your child's name:
Year/Class
Date of Birth:
Symptoms they are experiencing
If you're seeking medical advice or have sought medical advice

This information will assist us in ensuring that we support your child effectively during their
absence.







Year 4 BHASVIC College PE lessons

Year 4 had a brilliant time at BHASVIC College! The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a
P.E. lesson and making the most of this exciting experience. They showed excellent teamwork,

enthusiasm and determination throughout. Well done, Year 4!
 
 



School Office Team at School Road

This newsletter’s value is ‘Perseverance’.
What Perserverance looks like

Keeping going even when something is hard.

Not giving up when you find something difficult.

Trying again and again until you succeed.

Being determined to do your best, even after mistakes.

Staf f Spotlight

perseverance



Please continue to keep in contact with us – should you have any questions or concerns, contact
us via the following: 

West Hove Infant School 
admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916707

Hove Junior School
hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916707 

Hove Junior School Inclusion Team
inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
01273 916609

Best wishes, 
Maddie Southern

Follow HLF on Facebook
and Instagram-

Search on Facebook-
hovelearningfederation

Search on Instagram-
hovelearningfederation

Maddie Southern
Executive Headteacher

Lorna Cummings
Co-Executive Headteacher

Sally Pink
Head of School

Diary Dates
October:
Fri 23  - INSET Day. rd

November:
Mon 2  - First day of term.nd

Tues 3  - Parent’s Evening. rd

Weds 4  - Nasal Flu vaccination consent deadline.th

Fri 6  - Nasal Flu Vaccination.th

Thurs 12  - Parent’s Evening.th

Tues 24  - Year 3 Brighton Museum trip. Snack and
packed lunch needed.

th

mailto:admin@westhove-inf.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:hollandroadenquiries@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionteam@hovejun.brighton-hove.sch.uk


Are you concerned
about a child's
mental health?

Scan the QR code below to refer your
concern to Hove Learning Federation's

Child Mental Health Lead, Bridget
Rennie. Link also available on our school

website.

Anxiety
Low mood
Difficulties regulating emotions
Self esteem and confidence
Sleep difficulties
Fears and phobias
Separation, loss and bereavement

Bridget Rennie (Mental Health Lead) will
contact you via email within 2 weeks of

your referral.

NB: If you have an urgent concern about a child’s
mental health please call 03003040061 during
office hours or 03005000101 outside of office

hours.





Hopscotch Holiday Club – October Half term:
Fang-tastic news... Hopscotch Holiday Club October bookings are officially open! 

We can't wait to welcome you all back for a week filled with fa-boo-lous Halloween fun! 
 

Whether your child loves to get cosy with a good book and embark on an exciting
adventure, Hopscotch Holiday Club has something for everyone!

Book now by following the link below, or scanning the QR code above! Once again, our
Early Bird 

discount is valid for the first week of bookings! Use code: Halloween26 by midnight on
Sunday, September 20th to get 20% off your booking!

✨ Open to children from Reception to Year 6
✨ 8.30am to 5.30pm
✨ £45 for a full day

✨ 7% discount when booking a full week
✨ 5% sibling discount

To find out more, click here

https://www.hopscotchuk.com/holiday-club


















For bookings, click here

https://www.theskateclub.com/HOLIDAYSKATECLUB/




Create Music:
Spaces are available this term on Wednesdays for keyboard lessons during school time,
 please do visit the website for more info or get in touch with
charlotte.davis@createmusic.org.uk





CLICK HERE
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